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SITHEMBELE
(Sponsor a Bed) Initiative
BACKGROUND
The Genesis Trust is an independent public benefit organisation which provides a holistic ministry to people infected and affected by HIV/AIDS; through programmes focused on care, treatment and support for sufferers of this condition as well as for orphans and vulnerable children.

Genesis was established in 2002 by the Norwegian Settlers Church in Marburg, KwaZulu-Natal, South Africa in response to the HIV/AIDS crisis.
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The core programme is the Genesis Care Centre, a 40 bed inpatient HIV/AIDS palliative care facility. The first ward of 20 beds opened in 2005 and the second in 2007. This has helped to alleviate pressure on local government hospitals that experience overcrowding and bed shortages. 

Patients with HIV/AIDS who require step-down or palliative care are transferred to the Care Centre thereby opening up hospital beds for patients with more acute conditions.  

The Care Centre provides services such as prevention and treatment of TB/HIV; prevention and treatment of other opportunistic infections; alleviation of HIV-related symptoms and pain; nutritional rehabilitation for malnourished people living with HIV/AIDS; physiotherapy; rehabilitative occupational and recreational therapy; skills development opportunities and counselling.  

As an NGO, The Genesis Trust receives partial funding from local government. However, this needs to be augmented by private financing, hence the launching of the Sithembele Sponsor-a-Bed Programme to involve individuals, the community, companies and organisations as partners in our initiative.
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SITHEMBELE (We Have Hope)
SPONSOR-A-BED Programme
The Sithembele Programme is an innovative concept in which individuals, groups, or companies help to sponsor the much needed care for HIV and AIDS patients. This covers a share of the medical, nursing, nutritional, rehabilitation and administrative costs entailed in caring for each patient.
How does “Sponsor A Bed” Work?

Participants in the programme can sponsor (or part-sponsor) a bed for as many nights as they would like, may it be once-off or monthly, one bed or more. Sponsors are given regular feedback about the progress of the Care Centre and the patients they are helping to subsidise.

The costs are as follows:
	R160/ month
	1 bed for 1 night per month

	R1100/ month
	1 bed for 1 week per month

	R4800/ month
	1 bed for entire month


Why should YOU be involved?

Many people infected with HIV/AIDS have nowhere to stay and be cared for and no-one to turn to. For these people, a bed in a facility which provides medical, nursing, spiritual and compassionate care until they are well enough to either go back into the community, or they pass away with dignity and surrounded by love, is an immeasurable benefit .

Who can you contact?

For more information, please contact Ami Cheek,
Sithembele Sponsor-a-Bed Programme Coordinator

Email: sponsor@genesiscentre.co.za or Tel: +27 39 685 4104.
Genesis is a registered Section 21 Company and Public Benefit Organisation, which means that donations are tax deductible in terms of the South African Income Tax Act.


Trustees: Trevor Skorpen (Chairman); Trevor Downham; Gary Brackley; Niel Retief; Dr George Booyens; Annatjie Starkey; Tim Barratt; Joseph Ndovela; Hans Allison; and Joanne Porteous
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